The potential for novel anti-inflammatory therapies for coronary artery disease.
Although drugs that lead to cholesterol and lipid lowering have proved to have significant effects in lowering cardiovascular morbidity and mortality, coronary artery disease remains a principal cause of death worldwide. There is a clear need to discover further therapeutic approaches to control this disease adequately. This review focuses on the mechanisms that have been implicated in the recruitment, activation and differentiation of inflammatory monocytes/macrophages in nascent vascular lesions into lipid-laden foam cells. These mechanisms might provide attractive targets for novel therapies for coronary artery disease.